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Delegate Questions & Issues


	
	                        Learning & Achieving

	Primary
	Funding 

Pupil premium is not a measure of SEND need so how is funding going to work for those who do not get PP and have the highest level of need?

Is there a shift in government policy from “adequate” in SEN code of practice to would claim provision in this document?  How will this be funded or is it political jargon?

What level of ‘need’ will trigger funding?

Will special schools receive extra funding for outreach provision?

Performance Indicators

How will a standardisation of indicators in performance tables be achieved, given that there is no national system to standardise teacher assessment?

Raise online does not work for special schools.

Progress measures require validity and clear guidance for all stakeholders to help interpretation

Training

Effective leadership is critical – BUT lack of clarity may lead to role of SENCO/Inclusion Manager being marginalised.  This role needs to be emphasised and strengthened in schools, eg essential to be part of the senior leadership team.

Will there be additional resources directed towards special schools to help them develop their enhanced training role?

Shared practice

Greater choice in specialised service/education is resource dependent which is variable nationally

How does pupil premium take the place of school Action Plus? They don’t match in our school.

Other 
Where are the real drivers for improved practice in (mainstream) schools if LA’s ability to monitor effectiveness of interventions is reduced (Academies initiative).  Parents cannot fully monitor. Ofsted must. What is inspected and reported on will be addressed by schools.

The compelling evidence referred to in 22 should stipulate which areas of SEN.  Does this refer to SLD/PHLD?

Achievement needs to be looked at in the ‘widest’ way not specifically ‘academic’ achievement.  Further clarification of this is required please?

What is the process by which we move from 21% SEN to 10%?


	Special
	Funding 

Will a collective of special schools etc be funded to monitor SEN provision in the mainstream sector? QA?

How much have the writers taken into account the SALT report? Will there be funding available to support Teaching schools and initial training? How will you ensure current expertise is used effectively?

How can the pupil premium support all SENs as well as disadvantage? £430 a year will not enable targeted support for SENs. (2)
Special schools share their expertise now and are commissioned by LA to run services.  There is a capacity and funding implication to this?

Where is the funding to enable special schools to share their expertise when specialist funding has been devolved to LAs who have used it across all schools as part of their general formula?

Special schools need proper funding for giving support to other schools

21. All ITT should have placement in outstanding special setting ; 23. Additional funding through premium – what about children with SEN who don’t qualify.  OUTREACH by SEN professionals as hubs for mainstream.

“Special schools share the expertise...” How with the loss of specialist status and funding? (LAs redistributing the specialist school pot!) – where does the funding come from?

Performance Indicators

Will the Progression Guidance document become the background to an SEN performance indicator?

What performance indicators will be used for our most complex learners?!

Retraining for staff to accommodate more complex needs

Is the performance indicator to cover special and mainstream schools?

Performance tables about indicators of progress must be realistic for those at very early ‘P’ levels and not create a new system? Use what is available now – CASPA/PIVATS – whichever?

How can the performance of the lowest attaining pupils be objectively and realistically quantified in terms of performance tables?

World class education requires world class resourcing!

Training

Who is going to support the special schools to offer advice, support and monitor standards if the SIP has gone and the LA role is diminished?

Learning and achieving needs more emphasis on the importance of person centred  planning for learning

Shared practice

Special free schools? The notion that choice can be provided through this route is naive and based wholly on political ideology and not through properly.  EG effective distribution of scarce resources; continuity and organisation of provision.

How will mainstream sector schools be persuaded and encouraged to listen to the expertise coming from special schools?

P24 ‘New special free schools’ – with some independent special schools registered for very few pupils, what minimum size will be required for new special free schools?

Outstanding special schools to become ‘teaching schools’ or part of teaching schools partnership – great

Special schools sharing expertise – dual placement of pupils eg 2 days a week at special school 3 days mainstream?? Could also train LSA during the pupils time in the special school

Use of teaching schools and training schools

How are special schools going to support mainstream without additional resources?

How will government ensure that the introduction of special free schools doesn’t lead to niche promotion based on medical diagnosis, further segmenting education and society?

No matter how good the education system, approx 20% of the school population will have some form of special need at some time – normal curve of distribution. Those needs should be identified and dealt with.

Concern that move to Academies and free schools will fragment system.  Will market be concerned with all pupils?

The expectation for special schools to share expertise is welcomed but this can only become a reality if investment is made to allow schools to develop this service.

Other 

Reads like it is primarily about children with SEN in a mainstream setting.

Stronger accountability how? In what form? To whom? More accountability but no SIP or SEF???

Once again many of the points are already happening.  Do ministers not recognise or acknowledge this?

Statements or EH&C plan – should be statutory.  All responsible for resources should be named and time frame set for this to happen.

What about pupils with behavioural difficulties? Stigma and behavioural tolerance – managing own behaviours in a safe environment.

Define single school based SEN category for mainstream children

If SA+ and SA go and money used for pupil premium what happens to SEN kids without FSM?

How much freedom is there to adapt/change the curriculum offered and how will this impact on Ofsted inspections and accountability?

Are special schools to become the LA SEN Dept?

Allowing schools flexibility to support needs will lead to a patchwork of provision in a local area and potentially increased frustration for parents if they cannot access the provision they would want for their child – more tribunals!! Less equality!!

How do you plan to make ‘schools more accountable to parents, governors and Ofsted’ without increasing bureaucracy?

“The central piece of the jigsaw is the capacity... of the education system to give...the chance to succeed”. Any concrete plans to increase the current capacity of full special schools?

Children with SEND have a right to dream and aspire – not just have their needs met.




	Secondary
	Funding 

What is the additional funding meant to replace? (section 23 point 2)

What can parents spend their personal budget on? Education otherwise? Will this be an option?

Performance Indicators

Will there be a comprehensive comprehensible and applicable system for reporting on attainment for students making progress below level one?

What will performance tables look like? What will be the judge of lowest attaining pupils?

How will special schools be supported to ‘support progress & development’? Will there be criteria for this?

Training

Accredited training for all SENCOs to be made mandatory.

Ensure that special schools are very evident amongst the first tranche of teaching schools.

Assessment – consistency of application really exercised our table. Practitioners working group needs to be set up to manage this.

Shared practice

Accountability for SEN in Academies and free schools.
Other 
What is meant by a new SEN category whose needs exceed what is normally available in school?

ITT must significantly address SEND.



	PRU / LA / Other
	Funding 

‘Tamhs’ is quoted as an eg for shifting practice etc.  The funding for this is not continuing across the board and in most authorities Tamhs has targeted ‘universally’ not the more complex.

How will the lowering of funding for SEN in school support to pupil premium only prevent an increase in exclusion for pupils with special needs.

Quality assurance in a meaningful way.  Who will fund schools to support mainstream and will mainstream want to spend their funding on this?
Performance Indicators

Possible conflict of providing accurate information of pupil progress by mainstream schools – if over-identification is going to be addressed and only those with SEN are truly identified, for the most part, progress in terms of levels may be limited (although real progress may be taking place in terms of sub-levels)

Will the performance tables on progress of latest attaining pupils be used as an indicator or prompt for Ofsted scrutiny if outstanding schools – who are currently removed from routine Ofsted inspections?

How can shaved down LAs monitor quality of provision across all phases? Accountability. Important to be clear about difference between under-achievement and learning disability.

The 20% (lowest attaining) does not work for special schools because it then does not do justice to those pupils who will be making progress/achieving who are low attainers. 

Separate consultation for performance indicators.

The indicator on the performance tables must give information on all pupils, not just the 2% on a care plan.

Shared practice

Will there be equity in mainstream/academies/free schools in their understanding of SEN with clear frameworks for accountability?

Who will monitor the quality of special schools used as teaching schools? Especially if outstanding schools are removed from routine inspection by Ofsted?

Other 

Ref summary 24, bullet 2 – Ofsted must report on attainment or progress of 5-10% most vulnerable learners and it should be a limiting judgement

Teachers will spot barriers to learning and provide the right support to help each child’s progress. – where does the support come from for children who don’t have a care plan?

AFA has been most successful. Needs to be rolled out more widely – Achievement for All.



	
	Funding 

Implication that all disadvantaged children have SEN and all SEN children are disadvantaged – and what does £450 pay anyway?

Training

Welcome the teacher training initiatives and CPP.  Need more clarity re special teaching schools.

Need a toolkit for teaching and learning for all teachers

Training schools and HE link – where is it?

Shared practice

Where does the government see independent and non-maintained special schools fitting into its vision?
Other 

No national standards/exemplars that demonstrate which interventions work best and are best value for money.

Floodgates may open to more ECHs if a medical model eg cognitively able visually/hearing/physically disable young people.

Disappointed with lack of reference to pedagogy – children with complex needs need new ways of teaching and learning and DfE should drive this

Will there be equity in mainstream/academies/free schools in their understanding of SEN with clear frameworks for accountability?
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