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North West Branch FLSE

Meeting Notes – 21.4.10

Given problems encountered with many of the group with respect to attending the meeting in Stockport it was agreed that a webex conversation be set up.

In attendance:

Jonathan Parkes
-  JP

Garry Steele

-  GS

Su Lowy

-  SL

Liz Burbage

-  LB

Liz Loftus

-  LL

Steve Roberts
-  SR

Paul Carolan

-  PC

1. Minutes of the previous meeting

1.1 These were received as a true record.

2. Matters arising

2.1 Su Lowy raised a query with respect to membership, item 8 previous meeting.

2.2 SR presented and drew attention to the revised membership form which was relatively self-explanatory.

2.3 It was acknowledged that members would have to make their own decisions with respect to the type of membership they undertook.

2.4 Constitution as amended was presented on screen and formally adopted.

3. Notification of other items of additional business

3.1 JP requested that the SALT Report be added.  It was agreed that this be considered with item 6.  The Lamb Implementation report.
4. Feedback from National Executive Meeting and minutes

4.1 GS spoke to the minutes of the National Executive meeting of the 17th March together with his Chief Executive bi monthly report.

4.2 GS presented a thorough summary of these two reports and received questions from attendees in the course of the report.  Hard copies of these documents having been previously circulated, as well as available on screen in the webex.

4.3 GS reported that a key part of his recent work with the strategy group had been that of a repositioning and refocusing of the role of FLSE.

4.4 He continued by giving an overview of FLSE in the regions. Collaboration with other organisations and the notion of a joint conference with these organizations to present an ‘SEN summit’.
4.5 Consideration of how such a group could be effectively developed and brokered by the FLSE was then discussed.

4.6 It was noted, that in general, attendance at events around the country were lower than in previous years across all providers.  Attendees shared their views and perceptions of the areas they worked in.  A key issue to emerge was that of the FLSE establishing an authenticity and credibility for SEN leaders to secure their engagement.

4.7 GS later drew attention to work with the DCSF and FLSE representation on a ‘Terms of Reference Expert Group’.  JP represents FLSE on this group.

5. Representation on DCSF consultation committee
5.1 This was discussed in item 4.

5.2 JP described what his role would be on that committee and how it gave the SEN sector a clear role and voice to bring an influence to national mainstream issues.

5.3 This was seen as a most positive outcome and impact for the FLSE nationally and the NW particularly.

6. Lamb Implementation Report and Salt Review

6.1 JP related to attendees of monies made available, £600k to develop appropriate training courses.

6.2 He urged colleagues to contact their local teacher training providers to engage with them and the TDA, to influence the shape and development of these future programmes.

6.3 JP advised colleagues to go to DCSF website and type in SALT report for detailed information.

6.4 JP particularly emphasized the concerns identified in SALT report pertains not only to that specific sector of complex needs and that this report provided a key opportunity to raise awareness of SEN issues generally.

7. Identification of key issues for the North West

7.1 SR invited colleagues to forward to him key areas of concern for the NW.  Item 4 on the minutes from the National Executive.

7.2 SR asked that colleagues forward to him areas of concern, colleagues agreed to forward details,  Leadership and Succession planning in SEN identified in the discussion
7.3 SR drew attention to GS’s established links with the National College via David Hall, who has national responsibility for SEN.
8. Primary Curriculum Review

8.1 SR reported that this item had been requested by a colleague who was then unable to participate in today’s meeting.

8.2 Issues related to training with regards to the new primary curriculum, in Special Schools, being the thrust of the query.

8.3 It was noted that this item had been dropped from the Children’s Schools and Families bid as Parliament went in to recess to prepare for the election.  It was agreed to defer discussion of this item until a new government was in place.
9. Good News stories/Website

9.1 GS detailed to attendees developments with the website and queried had they visited the site.

9.2 General consensus that website was good but GS pointed out that it needed to be populated and requested that members encourage colleagues to forward items to him and good news stories to promote what the FLSE has to offer. garry.steele@flse.org.uk 
9.3 Regular newsletters and updates to follow.

10. Date and time of next meeting

1.30pm 23rd June 2010

1.30pm 6th October 2010 

Venues to be determined.

